On 1 July 2011 the Nuclear Medicine Department at the Medical University of Innsbruck celebrated its 50th Anniversary. Professor Irene Johanna Virgolini, Director and Full Professor of Nuclear Medicine at Innsbruck since 2004, brought together colleagues from all over the world including Professor Ajit Padhy, the former Head of the Section of Nuclear Medicine at the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The symposia of the Annual Meeting of the Tyrolean Nuclear Medicine People were on "PET/CT-Any News", "The Current Status of Neuroendocrine Tumours" and "Thyroid Diseases". The Innsbruck Nuclear Medicine Department is considered one of the major pioneers of receptor-mediated radionuclide diagnosis and therapy, and Irene is known worldwide as one of the leading experts in the field of receptor research. In the past, Irene has received many outstanding awards in this particular area (www. nuklearmedizin-innsbruck.com). In recent years, Irene has emphasized the importance of the patient's quality of life and has built up a unique Nuclear Medicine Therapy Ward at Innsbruck. In her current research she brings together various scientific disciplines including nuclear medicine people, psycho-oncologists, philosophers, theologians and musicians to improve quality of life. The highlight of the congress social programme was presented by Dr. Remigius Orjiukwus' music on "Peptide and Receptor Interaction", especially dedicated to Irene for the 50th Birthday Party of Nuclear Medicine at Innsbruck. The song describes the interaction of peptides with receptors comparing it with human relationships as recently stated in the editorial "Diagnosis and therapy are walking together on radiopeptides' avenue" (Luigi Mansi, Irene Virgolini, Eur J Nucl Med Mol Imaging 38:605-612, 2011 
